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THE 28 DAY PRAYER JOURNAL

Challenges come in all shapes and sizes. For some, it's a challenge just to get out
of bed each day — a privilege many of us enjoy and take for granted — because of
some ailment or physical limitation. Others are challenged to keep focused in a
career, or on a school or work project, or to a healthy lifestyle. Challenges expose
a basic need that all of us has - to sharpen and define who we are and what we
believe.

A challenge is now before us in the physical construction of buildings and the
relocation process of Living Hope Baptist Church. Financial commitment is a
necessary step in meeting this challenge and moving ahead. If God is in this

— and the leaders of our church truly believe that He is — then all of us must
band together to achieve this goal. It won't happen without that effort. But the
More Hope for More People campaign is so much more than just raising the
necessary finances to construct buildings. As our Senior Pastor Jason Pettus, has
reminded us so often, this is more about the spiritual growth that will occur at
Living Hope than the physical expansion of our campus. We are focusing on the
church; the men, women and children already connected to The Hope through
their faith in Jesus Christ. The church building is a means to an end. It provides
a way for us to fulfill our mission, to help people Get to God, Grow in Christ
and Give to Others. We seek to be a Community of Faith, Connecting to God,
and Caring for the needs of the world.

This guide is a companion for you and your family as we spend the next several
weeks together seeking God's will through our worship services, small group
studies, Adult Bible Fellowship classes and our youth and children’s ministries.
We are asking that everyone answer the call to pray for themselves and the
future of Living Hope.

It is our hope that this guide will help you to explore worship in two ways;
through prayer and giving. Both reflect our total dependence God. Prayer
unleashes our potential. When we pray, seeking God, then doing what he calls
us to do, everything else in life starts to fall into place. Praying through the
Scriptures is one of the most powerful methods of prayer. Journaling what God
says to you as you meditate is a very strong reminder of your dependence on
him. Space is provided with each day’s entry for this purpose.

Giving is always about our need to honor God — not the church or God's need
to receive. God invites us to partner with him in what he is doing. Giving is
more proportional than practical. What value does God ascribe to the gift? It is
proportional to the value of the gift to the giver. If it isn't valuable to you, you
will not be able to convince God it is valuable to him.

Giving yourself to God in this way will accomplish what the More Hope
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campaign is all about — changing lives. Changed lives will change our church.
This is an exciting time to be at Living Hope. Then again, it's always been an
exciting time to be at Living Hope, as we continue to see God work in our midst
and bring about the change in the lives of women, men, youth & children. Join
us in prayer during the next 28 days.

Charles Fortney
Chairman of the Elders

SESSIONS ABOUT GIVING
SECTION PAGE

LESSON 1

Our Gifts to God 4

LESSON 2

The Giver is the Gift 13

LESSON 3

My Money and Me 23

LESSON 4

The Value of the Gift 44

LESSON 5
Giving as a Gift

Prayer Walk Guide 46
(to be used during the church wide

Prayer walk on the Lovers Lane

Property.)



LESSON 1
Our Gifts to God

Of all that we do in church today, presenting our gifts to God is as much an act
of worship as anything else we do.

What is the significance of an offering? Why has the act of giving always been
deemed an appropriate and necessary human response to God? All religions
have practiced the offering. The sacrifice of human life as an expression of
religious devotion may have passed away, but offerings of every imaginable kind
are still presented on a daily basis around the world. Within the Jewish and
Christian traditions, the offering has always held a central role. Throughout the
Bible, we find people giving offerings to God and God welcoming the offering.

The gifts we bring to God are important because of the needs they meet and
because of their positive impact on the giver. The most important aspect of
giving, however, lies in its symbolism. Only limited satisfaction is derived when
we give in order to pay the church’s bills. To experience the genuine joy of
giving, we must know the powerful symbolic significance of the gift.

DAY 1

v ERsE Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us,
too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery
of Christ, for which I am in chains. Colossians 4:2-3 (NIV)

PRAYER FAcT Great moves of God are birthed in prayer. Pray ahead of any
work you feel inspired to do for God.

QuoTE “The greatest thing anyone can do for God and man is pray. It is not the
only thing; but it is the chief thing. The great people of the earth today are the people
who pray. | do not mean those who talk about prayer; nor those who say they believe
in prayer; nor yet those who can explain about prayer; but | mean those people who
take time to pray.” S.D. Gordon

PRAYER Pray that we as a body of believers will always be on our knees before

God, knowing He hears and answers our prayer. Ask the Lord to help us, that
your home and Living Hope will be called a house of prayer.
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DAY 2

vERsE This Good News was promised long ago by God through his prophets in the
Holy Scripture. It is Good News about his Son, Jesus, who came as a man, born into
King David's royal family line. And Jesus Christ our Lord was shown to be the Son

of God when God powerfully raised him from the dead by means of the Holy Spirit.
Through Christ, God has given us the privilege and authority to tell Gentiles every-
where what God has done for them, so that they will believe and obey him, bringing
glory to his name. Romans 1:2-5 (NLT)

PRAYER FAcT Pray for revival.

QuoTe “Todesire revival..and at the same time to neglect (personal) prayer and
devotion is to wish one way and walk another.” AW. Tozer

PRAYER Please pray that God will use us to build bridges and make Living

Hope more effective in helping people Get to God, Grow in Christ and Give to
Others.
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DAY 3
verse Calltomeand I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable
things you do not know. Jeremiah 33:3 (NIV)

PRAYER FAcCT Prayerisa twoway conversation, which involves talking and
listening.

QuoTEe “When you are in the dark, listen, and God will give you a very precious
message..” Oswald Chambers

prRAYER Thank God for the privilege of prayer. Pray boldly and ask God to
reveal His unspeakable joy as we come to know Him better.
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DAY 4

vERsSE Then Jesus told them, “I assure you, if you have faith and do not doubt,
you can do things like this and much more. You can even say to this mountain, “May
God lift you up and throw you in the sea’, and it will happen. If you believe, you will
receive whatever you ask for in prayer” Matthew 21:21-22 (NLT)

PRAYER FAcT Faithisa gift and a choice, if we request faith it will be given
to us, but we have to choose to believe.

QuoTEe ‘“Itispossibleto move men, through God, by prayer alone.” Hudson Taylor

prRAYER Askthe Lord to increase your desire to be fully committed to Him.
As the author and finisher of our faith, ask Him to give you great faith — the
kind that moves mountains and brings great courage — the kind of faith that
overcomes doubt, fear and anxiety. Ask Him for the kind of faith that pleases
Him.
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DAY 5

veERrRsE Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus, throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen.
Ephesians 3:20-21 (NIV)

PRAYER FAcT God is faithful and hears our prayer. (See 1 John 5:14-15)

QuoTe ‘“Ifitisan impossibility, it is the thing we have to ask..God will do the
absolutely impossible.” Oswald Chambers

PRAYER Thank God for the opportunity of praying along with our church
family. Pray that we will grow spiritually and that God will bless our capital
campaign and the life and future of Living Hope. Praise Him as One who
answers in ways that are greater than we can ask or imagine.

JOURNAL




DAY 6

v ERsE Incertain ways, we are weak, but the Spirit is here to help us. For example,
when we don't know what to pray for, the Spirit prays for us in ways that cannot be
put into words. Romans 8:26 (CEV)

PRAYER FAcT Jesus prayed for God's will to prevail at all costs. (See Mat-
thew 26:42)

Qu o TE “Sometimes the ignorance of our minds hinders our prayers. But the Spirit
knows the mind of God and shares that knowledge with us as we wait and listen. The
Spirit does this by giving us a clear conviction that a particular prayer request is part
of God'’s will for us, or not.” Oswald Sanders

PRAYER Praise God for His wisdom and guidance in your life and the life of
Living Hope. Ask Him to grant you wisdom in all areas of your own life, and
intercede for the leadership of our church. Pray for hearts to be open to the
leadership of the Holy Spirit.

JOURNAL
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DAY 7

v ERSE The next morning Jesus awoke long before daybreak and went out alone
into the wilderness to pray. Mark 1:35 (NLT)

QuoTE “The Christian needs to be along during a definite period of each day
for meditation on Scripture..and prayer...even during times of spiritual dryness and
apathy.

It matters little what form of prayer we adopt..or how many words we use. What
matters is the faith, which lays hold on God, knowing that He knows our needs before
we even ask him. That is what gives Christian prayer its boundless confidence and its
joyous certainty. We simply make petitions and requests to One who has the heart of
the Father.” Dietrich Bonhoeffer

PRAYER Pray for a heart willing to do anything the Lord tells you. Pray that,
whether rich or poor, you and our members will move beyond our comfort
zones and be willing to give sacrificially. Expect to hear Him leading you in this
important decision. Pray that you will yield to His will.

JOURNAL
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MORE HOPE

for all 75,000 people in a 7-mile radius
of Living Hope. Imagine if all of them
were thankful for the Hope they have
because you cared to help them Get to God,

Grow in Christ and Give to Others.

Or More
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LESSON 2

The Giver is in the Gift

2 Samuel 24:; 18-25 On that day God went to David and said to him, “Go up and
build an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” So
David went up, as the LORD had commanded through Gad. When Araunah looked
and saw the king and his men coming toward him, he went out and bowed down
with his face to the ground. Araunah said, “Why has my LORD the king come to his
servant?” “To buy your threshing floor,” David answered, “so | can build an altar to
the LORD, that the plague on the people may be stopped.” Araunah said to David,
“Let my LORD the king take whatever pleases him and offer it up. Here are my oxen
for a burnt offering, and here are threshing sledges and ox yokes for the wood. O king,
Araunah gives all this to the king.” Araunah also said to him, “May the LORD your
God accept you.” But the king replied to Araunah, “No, | insist on paying you for it. |
will not sacrifice to the LORD my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” So David
bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels and sacrificed burnt
offerings and fellowship offerings. Then the LORD answered prayer in behalf of the
land, and the plague on Israel was stopped.

It is often said, “the gift represents the giver.” However, the gift is more than just a
“representation” of the worshipper. As we present our gift, we present ourselves. In
fact, the value of the gift is determined by how much of ourselves is actually “in”
the gift.

2 Samuel 24: 18-25 tells us an unusual story. King David could have obeyed God
without any personal costs. Araunah had generously offered to David everything
that was needed to fulfill God's command — the land, the wood of the altar, and
even the animal to sacrifice. David could have made this offering to God without
it costing him one cent.

David, however, refused Araunah'’s offer. Why? What did David know that we
don't? David understood the symbolic identification that exists between the
giver and the gift. David could not offer anything to God that did not personally
cost him. The gift that does not touch the giver does not touch God.
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DAY 8

vERsE “Again, | tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you
ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come
together in my name, there | am with them.” Matthew 18: 19-20 (NIV)

PRAYER TRUTH Praying only when we feel like praying greatly hinders
faithful and continued prayer.

QuorTEe ‘“Ishall see no hope until the individual members of the church are
praying for revival, perhaps meeting in one another’'s homes, meeting in groups
amongst friends, meeting together in churches, meeting anywhere you like, and
praying with urgency and concentration for a shedding forth of the power of God...
There is no hope until we do.” Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

PRAYER Pray that God will bless our church family and that the many small

groups and mini-church families will build bridges in our community that
share the hope of salvation in Christ with those who don’'t know Him.

JOURNAL

DAY 9

veErse “Andso I tell you, keep on asking and you will be given what you ask for.
Keep on looking and you will find. Keep on knocking and the door will be opened.
For everyone who asks, receive. Everyone who seeks, finds. And the door is opened to
everyone who knocks.” Luke 11: 9-10 (NLT)

PRAYER FAcT Itisvital that we understand the importance and the power
of persistent prayer. It is a fact that if we persevere in prayer that the heavens will
open for us. Jesus over and over taught us how to persevere in prayer.

QuoTe “Prayer for Jesus Christ formed the brackets in which He accomplished His
earthly work. It fortified Him with wisdom and power before action occurred, and it
renewed, refreshed and revived Him when His human strength was exhausted. On the
front end, He prayed for fruit, in the middle, He bore fruit. Afterwards, He thanked
God for fruit” Dan Hayes

PrRAYER Pray through this verse: Jeremiah 29:11-14a “For | know the plans |
have for you,” declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper your and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me, come and pray to me, and
I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all of your
heart. | will be found by you,” declares the LORD...

JOURNAL
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DAY 10

veERsE And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and
good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing,
but let us encourage one another — and all the more, as you see the day approaching.
Hebrews 10:24 (NIV)

QuoTe “Loveisa fruit that is in season at all times and within reach of every
hand. Anyone may gather it and no limit is set.” Mother Teresa

PRAYER Praise God that He is increasing your faith. Thank God for our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Pray that as our faith grows, so will our love for
each other. Ask God to help us encourage one another. Pray that our reputation
as a church will be built on our lives as an example of God’s will.

JOURNAL
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For more of the 75,000 people,
if they are connected to a growing relationship

with Christ because we care enough to build a bridge.

Or More
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DAY 11

veERsE Have this in mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus,
who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing

to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled Himself and became
obedient unto death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted Him
and bestowed upon Him the name, which is above every name, that at the name of
Jesus every tongue confesses that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Philippians 2: 5-11 (NASB)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE Stewardship is the act of managing provision
of someone else’s belongings.

QuoTe “Dowhatyou can, with what you have, where you are.” Theodore
Roosevelt

PrRAYER After He agonized in the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus gave Himself
in total obedience to God's will, even to death on a cross. God exalted Him

for that servant obedience. Pray that each of us and our church will be able to
release our fears and doubts, our insecurities and anxieties to God, and move
forward in total obedience to His will for our lives.

JOURNAL
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DAY 12

vERSE Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God
wants you to do, and you will know how good, pleasing and perfect his will really is.
Romans 12:2 (NLT)

PRAYER BAsic Transform implies a major change in form, nature or
function.

QuoTEe “Topray is to change. Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform
us. If we are unwilling to change, we will abandon prayer as a noticeable
characteristic of our lives. The more we pray, the more we come to the heartbeat of
God. Prayer starts the communication process between God and ourselves. All the
options of life fall before us. At that point, we will either forsake our prayer, forsake
our prayer life and cease to grow, or we will pursue our prayer life and let Him
change us. Either option is painful. To not grow in His Likeness is to not enjoy His
fullness. When this happens, the priorities of the world begin to fade away.” Richard
Foster

PRAYER Ask the Lord to conform your will to His and to strengthen your

desire to do His will. Pray that His word will be written in our hearts. Intercede
for Living Hope to be conformed to God's will and to uphold His Word.

JOURNAL
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DAY 13

veErsE Obey your spiritual leaders and do what they say. Their work is to watch
over your souls and they know they are accountable to God. Give them reason to

do this joyfully and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit.
Hebrews 13:17 (NIV)

PRAYER REMINDER The Bible tells us first to pray for all people, leaders
and all others who are in authority. (See 1 Timothy 2: 1-2)

QuoTe ‘“Icannot give you a formula for success, but | can give you the formula for
failure — which is to try to please everybody.” Mr. Herbert Bayard Swope

PrRAYER Pray that Living Hope as a body of believers will be joined together
in this project. As we are faced with many decisions in the coming months, pray
that those in decision-making roles will seek God's direction first and that they
will clearly hear the Lord’s voice guiding them.

JOURNAL

DAY 14

veRrsE Hegave him the plans of all that the Spirit had put in his mind for the
courts and the temple of the Lord and all the surrounding rooms, for the treasures
of the temple of God and for the treasuries for the dedicated things. He gave them
instructions for the divisions of the priests and Levites and for all the work serving
the temple of the Lord, as well as for all the articles to be used inn its services. 1
Chronicles 28: 12-13 (NIV)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE God has given us exactly what we need to
serve and please Him.

QuoTe “My God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory and
in Christ Jesus.” Apostle Paul

PRAYER Praise God for caring about every detail of your life and our church

relocation. Pray that He will guide our every step in the process. Pray that we
would have ears to hear and eyes to see exactly what He wants us to do.

JOURNAL
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LESSON 3
My Money and Me

The relationship between purse and person is intimate. “For where your treasure
is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21) That's intimacy! Find the treasure
and you find the heart.

There is a sense in which money is me. Why? Most people receive their income
from employment. Suppose you work for a company forty hours per week. You
give your time, energy, physical and mental abilities and yourself during those
forty hours. At the end of the week, your company gives you a paycheck.

Analyze what has occurred. You have given forty hours of your life. In return,
MORE HOPE you received a paycheck. That paycheck in very real terms is you, or at least a
part of you! Every dollar you make has you “in” it. My money is me!

Consider the implications this has on how we spend our money. To spend
money is to spend life! Where | put my money is where | put my life! We are in
everything we purchase because we are “in” money.

To develop a new generation of kingdom servants

to lead the future in our Children’s, Middle School,

When Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” He was
speaking on several levels. Jesus’ statement refers to the intimate relationship
that exists between our lives and money. We spend a great deal of our lives
thinking about money; earning it, saving it, investing it, spending it and
worrying about it.

High School Ministries and other ministries.

The word “heart” may refer to the emotional aspects of our lives. Money stirs
emotions, touches our hopes, fears, insecurities, plans, ambitions and more. It is
no wonder that a high percentage of divorced couples identify money as a major
contributor to their failed marriages. Money is a hot topic.

Luke 22: 19-20 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it and gave it to them,
saying, “This is my body, given for you, do this in remembrance of me.” In the same
way, after supper, he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
which is poured out for you.”

At the Last Supper, Jesus presented a beautiful symbolic message in which He

more(ﬁ__r identified His life with the wine and the bread. As we eat the bread and drink

H‘\@PE the cup, we remember Him. In a similar fashion, we are in our gifts. As Christ

PE \formofe gives himself to us in the bread and the cup, we give ourselves to Him in the
OPLE offering.
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DAY 15

veRrsE No, dear brothers and sisters, | am still not all I should be, but I am
focusing all my energies on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward

to what lies ahead, | strain to reach the end of the race and receive the prize for
which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven. | hope all of you who are
mature Christians will agree on these things. If you disagree on some point, | believe
God will make it plain to you. Philippians 3:13-15 (NLT)

PRAYER T1pP Praytogrow toward Christ’s likeness. (See 2 Peter 3:18)

QuoTE “Unlessyou try to do something beyond what your have already mastered,
you will never grow.” Ronald E. Osborn

PRAYER Doesyour light shine on everyone in your household? Does it
shine outside your home? Pray that others will see your love of the Lord in your
actions and that they will praise your Father in heaven. Pray that our Church is
a city on a hill, a light for the world.

JOURNAL

DAY 16
vERsSE Foryou have been called to live in freedom — not freedom to satisfy your
sinful nature, but freedom to serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13 (NLT)

vERsE Then | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send? And who
will go for us?” And | said, “Here am I. Send me!” Isaiah 6:8 (NIV)

QuoTe “All the beautiful sentiments in the world weigh less than a single lovely
action.” James Russell Lowell

PRAYER Pray that the Lord will help you stand in readiness to share the

gospel message; salvation; healing; and deliverance from darkness; hope; and joy
in the Lord Jesus Christ at any opportunity. Are you ready?

JOURNAL

24

25



DAY 17

veErsE When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and

returned to His place. “Do you understand what | have done for you?” He asked them.

“You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’ and rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that |,
your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you should also wash one another’s
feet. | have set you an example that you should do as | have done for you. John 13:
1215 (NIV)

LOVING OTHERS Togrow in Christ's likeness is to serve others.

QuoTE “Sometimes our best is simply not enough..We have to do what is required.”

Sir Winston Churchill
PRAYER Jesus gave us a profound example of humility and servanthood as

He washed the disciples’ feet before the Last Supper. Pray that individually and
as a church, we may follow His example of serving others humbly and gladly.

JOURNAL
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That becomes so evident, that community
and national leaders are amazed
and ask for our help in solving current issues

our culture is facing.

Or More
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DAY 18

vERsE Don'tjust pretend that you love others. Really, love them. Hate what is
wrong. Stand on the side of the good. Love each other with genuine affection and
take delight in honoring each other. Never be lazy in your work, but serve the Lord
enthusiastically. Be glad for all God is planning for you. Be patient in trouble and
always prayerful. Romans 12: 9-12 (NLT)

LoviNGg oTHERs God values our love for Him and our neighbors above
all our other sacrifices. (See Luke 10:26-28)

prRAYER We all know but for the grace of God, we could be in another place
with far less desirable lives. Praise God for our many blessings and His goodness
that we witness every day. Give thanks for Living Hope, our loving families, our

work, our homes and His grace. Ask what His will for us is in our lives.

JOURNAL

DAY 19

vERrRsE Under his direction, the whole body is fitted together perfectly. As each
part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body is
healthy, growing and full of love. Ephesians 4:16 (NLT)

LOVING OoTHERS Asa believer you are part of God’s family. (See John 1:12)

QuoTe “Your spiritual family is even more important that your physical family
because it will last forever.” Rick Warren

PRAYER Asthe Lord leads us to move in faith through More Hope for More
People, thank Him that this is about more than buildings. Pray that Jesus Christ
will be the Chief Cornerstone. Pray that our lives will reflect that we are His
Body, we are His Church.

JOURNAL
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DAY 20

verse If ] gave everything | have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, |
could boast about it, but if I didn't love others, | would be of no value whatsoever. 1
Corinthians 13:3 (NLT)

Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT)

For Christ's love compels us, because we are convinced that One died for all and
therefore all died. And He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for
themselves, but for Him who died for them and was raised again. 2 Corinthians
5"14-15 (NIV)

Qu o TEe “Doing little things with a strong desire to please God makes them really
great” St. Francis De Sales

PrRAYER Pray that you really will be compelled to give by Christ’s love only.

Ask God to show you the great things He wants to accomplish through Living
Hope in order to advance His Kingdom. Pray that you will be a cheerful giver.

JOURNAL

DAY 21

vERsE Since you excel in so many ways — you have so much faith, such gifted
speakers, such knowledge, such enthusiasm, and such love for us — now | want you

to excel also in this gracious ministry of giving. | am not saying you must do it, even
though the other churches are eager to do it. This is one way to prove your love is real.
You know how full of love and kindness our Lord Jesus Christ was. Though he was
very rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty he could make you
rich. 2 Corinthians 8:7-9 (NLT)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE Jesussacrificed everything to carry out the
Father's will.

QuoTE “The test of our progress is not whether we add more to the abundance of
those who have much; it is whether we provide enough for those who have too little.”
Eleanor Roosevelt

prRAYER Reflect on your salvation experience. Thank God for His grace and

the gift of being reconciled to Him through Jesus Christ. Praise God for Jesus
Christ our Lord and Savior.

JOURNAL
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LESSON 4
The Value of the Gift

Mark 12:41-44 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and
watched the crows putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people
threw money in large amounts. But a poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, worth only a fraction of a penny. Calling His disciples to Him, Jesus said, “I
tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.
They all gave out of their wealth, but she, out of her poverty, put in everything — all
she had to live on.”

What determines the value of the gift to God? Is one gift better than another?
Is God more receptive to some gifts than others? When we consider the
acceptance of Abel’s gift and the rejection of Cain’s, then the answer must be
“yes.”

What makes a gift more valuable? American culture would dictate, “The more
you spend on it, the more valuable the gift!” Jesus, however, never equated a
person’s contribution with a financial amount.

One Day Jesus stood at the temple treasury to see what people gave. Jesus saw
the rich give huge sums. He makes an interesting comment about the gifts of the
rich. He doesn't condemn the wealthy, but recognizes that the gifts were given
out of abundance. They gave from the overflow and their gifts didn’'t cost them
anything personally.

Jesus watched the widow give two copper coins, a very real amount. In practical
terms, the widow contributed nothing of real value to the Temple. However, the
widow gave “all she had to live on.” Those two coins represented the totality of
her life. She didn't just put two worthless coins into the treasury, she put herself
in! The value of the widow is not found in the coins, but rather the value is
found in the widow.
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THE VALUE OF THE GIFT IS DETERMINED
BY ITS VALUE TO THE GIVER

Mark 14: 3-9 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of a man
known as Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive
perfume, made of pure nard. She broke that jar and poured the perfume on his head.
Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why this waste of
perfume? It could have been sold for more than a years’ wages and the money given to
the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly. “Leave her alone,” said Jesus. “Why are you
bothering her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. The poor you will always have
with you and you can help them any time you want. But you will not always have
me. She did what she could. She poured perfume on my body beforehand to prepare
for my burial. | tell you the truth, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the
world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.”

The greater a gift's value to its giver, the greater its value to God. The gift that
touches the heart of God must first touch the life of the giver. The disciples
didn't understand the actions of this woman. They condemned her generosity
by suggesting the money should have been given to the poor.

The value of the perfume was equal to a laborer’s annual income. In today’s
economy, the vial of precious ointment would have been worth tens of
thousands of dollars. This was indeed a valuable gift. Unlike the widow’s gift,
the alabaster box had great financial value. Jesus was so impressed with the gift
that He said the story would be told as a memorial to her. What made this gift
so special?

Scholars have long wondered what the woman was doing with a possession of
enormous value. We know that she was Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus.
We know she deeply loved the Lord and her actions showed that she was willing
to give anything and everything to Him. Scholars suggest that the alabaster

box was Mary’s dowry. Eastern customs demanded that each bride bring to the
marriage a dowry of great value in relation to the bride’s station in society. No
dowry meant no marriage.

If scholars are correct, Mary gave away her right to marriage when she poured
out her dowry on Jesus. Mary's gift was of immense personal value. Mary’s future
life was in her gift. Like the widow, Mary gave everything she had. This gift was
special to Jesus because he recognized its special meaning to Mary.
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DAY 22

vERrRsE “Butwhoam I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give

as generously as this? Everything comes from you and we have given you only what
comes from your hand, O LORD our God, as for all this abundance that we have
provided for building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand,

and all of it belongs to you. | know, My God, that you test the heart and are pleased
with integrity. All these things have | given willingly and with honest intent. And now
I have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you.” 1
Chronicles 29: 14, 16-17 (NIV)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE View money as a gift to invest in things of
lasting value.

QuoTe “Those who own a car are among the world’s upper class. Those who own
a home are wealthier than 95% of all the people on this planet.” Richard Foster

PRAYER Thank God for all that He has given to you; acknowledging that
everything you have is indeed a gift from Him. Pray for faith, hope and confi-
dence that He will provide for all your needs and pray for the courage to give
sacrificially.

JOURNAL
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DAY 23

verse Unlessyou are faithful in small matters, you won't be faithful in large
ones. If you cheat even a little, you won't be honest with greater responsibilities. And
if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches
of heaven? And if you are not faithful with other people’s money, why should you be
trusted with money of your own? Luke 16: 10-12 (NLT)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE God has entrusted us all with different
amounts of resources, we will be blessed and rewarded in accordance with how
we use these resources. (See Matthew 25: 14-30)

QuoTe “Heisno fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot
lose.” Jim Elliot

PRAYER The generous giver will be given increasing means to give. God
supplies what is required. Reflect on how God has blessed you in abundance as
you have responded in obedience to Him. If you have not stepped out in faith,
consider trusting God's Word.

JOURNAL
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DAY 24

vERsSE “Don'tstore up treasures here on earth, where they can be eaten by moths
and get rusty, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your treasures in heaven,
where they will never hecome moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be safe from
thieves. Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be. No one
can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other, or be devoted to one
and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” Matthew 6:19-21, 24
(NLT)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE People are the only things we invest in here
and have with us in Heaven.

QuoTe “Jesus Christ said more about money than about any other single thing,
because, when it comes to a man’s real nature, money is of first importance. Money is
an exact index to a man’s true character. All through Scripture there is an intimate
correlation between the development of a man's character and how he handles his
money.” Richard C. Halverson

PRAYER Sand or rock? On what is the house of your life built? Pray the Lord
will open your heart and mind to His Word, that you will hear and obey it in
order to build a house of your life on His Rock. Pray that Living Hope will be
firmly anchored on that Rock forever.

JOURNAL
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MORE HOPE

So we can do for our current
culture what our church founders

did thirty years ago.

Or More

PEOPLE
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DAY 25

vERSE “Jesus went over to the collection box in the Temple, sat, and watched as
the crowds dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts. Then a
poor widow came and dropped in two pennies.” He called his disciples to him and
said, “l assure you, this poor widow has given more than all the others have given. For
they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given everything she
has” Mark 12: 41-44 (NLT)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE The Lord sees what we give and what it
costs.

QuoTEe God never asks about our ability or our inability — just our
availability.

QuoTe “Ilongtoaccomplish a great and noble task, but it is my chief duty to
accomplish small tasks as if they were great and noble.” Helen Keller

PRAYER Praise God for caring about the details of your life and our church

expansion. Pray that He will guide our every step in the process. Pray that we
would have ears to hear and eyes to see exactly what He wants us to do.

JOURNAL
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DAY 26

vERsE Butgodliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into
the world and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we
will be content with that. People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap

and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 1 Timothy 6: 6-10
(NIV)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE Contentment is not having enough; it is
peace in what we have.

QuoTE “l am not saying this because | am in need, for | have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances. | know what it is to be in need, and | know what it is

to have plenty. | have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do everything
through him who gives me strength.” Philippians 4: 11-13 (NIV) Apostle Paul

PRAYER What is the upward call of God in Christ Jesus in your life? Pray
that God will reveal it clearly to you, that then you will forget what lies behind,
leave the past forever and run toward your Heavenly Father, who runs to meet
you with outstretched arms. Dedicate yourself now to His service forever.

JOURNAL

DAY 27

vERSE You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give.
Don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives
cheerfully. And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have
everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 2 Corinthians 9: 7-8
(NLT)

STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLE God doesn't need our money but He wants
our hearts.

Qu o TE “There are three conversions necessary: the conversion of the heart, mind
and the purse.” Martin Luther (1483 — 1546)

PrRAYER Lord, may my ministry of giving rest in Your hands. Help me sur-

render my heart to you and see Your will for my financial involvement in this
campaign.

JOURNAL
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DAY 238

v ERsE Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey
all the commands | have given you. And be sure of this: | am with you always, even to
the end of the age. Matthew 28: 19-20 (NLT)

QuoTE “l am not concerned that our church life will revolve around a building.
After fifteen years in a school building, we have learned that the church is NOT a
building! The church is people filled with the Holy Spirit!” Brent Knox

PRAYER Reflect on what it means truly to love the Lord your God with all
your heart and mind and soul and strength. Ask Him to show you how to love
others as you love yourself. Pray that, as a church, we will always be a reflection
of the love of Christ.

JOURNAL
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MORE HOPE

For a harvest that would
come if all the above

came true.

Or More

PEOPLE
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LESSON 5
Giving as a Gift

1 Chronicles 29: 10-16 David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole
assembly, saying, “Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from
everlasting to everlasting. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the
majesty, and the splendor, for everything is heaven and earth is yours.

Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are established as head over all. Wealth and
honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and
power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks and praise
your glorious name. But who am |, and who are my people, that we should be able

to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only
what comes from your hand. We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all
our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God,
as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for your
Holy Name, it comes from your hand and all of it belongs to you.”

1 Chronicles 29 tells of King David’s efforts to raise money for the construction
of what would become Solomon’s Temple. David expresses his heartfelt
commitment for the project, pledges his own financial commitment, and
challenges the leaders of Israel to consecrate themselves too. This chapter
documents how the leaders willfully and joyfully made their financial
commitments and how the people of Israel joined their leaders with joy and
great enthusiasm. Overcome with emotion by the people’s overwhelmingly
positive response, David seems to struggle in an effort to understand and explain
the magnitude and meaning of what has occurred.

Consider the following paraphrase of David's reaction: Lord, everything is yours!
You have all the greatness, power, glory, victory and majesty. Everything that is in
heaven and earth is Yours. You are above all. All riches, honor and power come from
you.
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But, Lord God, | just don't understand it. Who am | and who are these people that we
are able to give so willingly to You? Everything comes from You. Everything we have
has come from You. The only things we have given to You are those things that were
Yours in the first place.

God, we are just sojourners in this world. We don't own anything. We are just passing
through. Not one of us will last long in this world. And now, God, somehow we have
given all these resources to build a house for You. And everything we have given has
come from you and belongs to you.

David was overcome with the realization that he and his people were given a
high honor and rare privilege. God provided a way for them to participate with
Him, even though God didn't need David or his people. God created a world
with a word; He could build the Temple with a thought. Yet, God invited David
and the Israelites to join Him in this work.

David saw this experience for what it was. God had given them a wonderful gift,
the Gift of Giving. Likewise, God has favored us by giving us the opportunity
and ability to give to His work. His invitation to join in His work is, in itself, a
gift.
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Prayer Walk Guide

As we undertake a prayer walk on the Lovers Lane property prior to
Commitment Sunday, please use the following to guide your thoughts and
hearts as we seek to hear God'’s voice in taking a bold step of faith in relocating
Living Hope.

Let's take a stroll on the new property. Take your friends and family, prayer
group, bible study, or spend this time alone with Jesus. As you look at the
mighty oak tree, that could have survived the Civil War, the turn of three
centuries, the plowing and harvesting of crops on this land, think about all that
God has put into place to bring it into the possession of Living Hope.

How might God be calling you to serve Him sacrificially through More Hope for
More People? Spend some time walking and talking with the Lord about these
thoughts.

verse “Forl know the plans | have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for
good and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11

PRAYER FAcCT Prayeristhe area that God allows us to be at the forefront of
His work. Every great revival starts with extraordinary prayer!

QuoTE “Thereisnoway that Christians, in a private capacity, can do so much to
promote the work of God and advance the kingdom of Christ as by prayer.” Jonathan
Edwards

PrRAYER Lord, You do have great plans for Living Hope, and for me. As |
walk across this property that you have blessed us with, | know that you are
preparing our hearts for your calling. Open the eyes of my heart, so that | may
truly understand the role that you have for me. Please help me and our church
as a whole to respond in obedience, seeking to fulfill the purpose that you have
designed for each of us. Please bless this land and both the church building and
the body of believers you will build here. May the ministries that you develop
through Living Hope be used by You to bless our community and our world.
Please use Living Hope as a vehicle to share More Hope in Christ to many, many
more people.
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